
Manuel M. Ramirez 

City of Berkeley

Environmental Health 

September 30, 2010 

Oakland

Greywater Alliance Meeting

10/12/2010 1



10/12/2010 2



� Increased risk of exposure of 
biological/chemical contaminants to the 
public and the environment

� Poorly designed, operated and maintained 
on-site waste water systems- out of sight out 
of mind.

� Increased risk of creating public nuisance 
conditions (odor, groundwater impact, 
stormwater runoff, vector conditions). 
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� Surface Discharge- Public education, proper 
design and installation

� Ponding water- Proper design, installation  
and monitoring

� Improperly installed system- follow plumbing 
code and make key components easily to 
operate and accessible

� Owner not knowing they have a grey water 
system- Make permanent record of system 
and pass it on to future owners and residents
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� Design and install simple systems that 
anyone can maintain

� Use a reputable contractor

� Use components that are durable and easily 
accessible for maintenance 

� Educate the public about proper on-site
greywater use and using safe consumer 
products. 

� Monitor and maintain the system to ensure it 
is operating correctly, no surface discharge.
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� No nuisance complaints or enforcement 
action

� No pressure to adopt local ordinance to 
permit and inspect all systems, small and 
large

� A clean and safe environment
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